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The Primary Years Program at Kuei Shan 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The IB Primary Years Program gives emphasis on the holistic development of a child as an inquirer, 

both in the classroom and in the real world setting, creating learning that is engaging, relevant, 

challenging, and significant. It is a curriculum framework guided by six transdisciplinary themes of 

global significance, explored using knowledge and skills derived from six subject areas, as well as 

transdisciplinary skills, with a big focus on inquiry-based learning. 

 

 
 

 

At Taipei Kuei Shan School, an IB World School, the Primary Years program is taught and learned as 

one cohesive curriculum in two languages. Both English and Chinese languages are introduced as 

early as in Pre-kindergarten. In Primary School, from Grades 1 to 5, students spend approximately 50 

percent of their time in English and 50 percent in Chinese. Our students become skilled and 

knowledgeable through this transdisciplinary program in the main subject areas while acquiring 

English as a second language. 

 

The acquisition of language must be seen as a continuum along which each individual student 

progresses at his/her own rate. Kuei Shan strives to make every student proficient in both languages. 

All students will have the knowledge of and the ability to use both languages, but not to the same 

extent. Students vary in their ability to learn a second language; some will achieve functional 

proficiency in the target language while others “are potentially able to become balanced bilinguals 

who are highly proficient, literate and knowledgeable in two or more languages” (Learning in a 

language other than mother tongue in IB programmes, 2008). For more information on the IB-PYP, 

please visit www.ibo.org. 
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The IB prepares its students to be active participants in a lifelong journey of learning through 

international education as learners strive to be: 

 

 
 

 

 

The IB mission statement 

 

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young 

people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding 

and respect. 

 

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to 

develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.  

 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and 

lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right. 

 

 

Kuei Shan mission statement 

 

Taipei Kuei Shan School is a Christ-centered community where students have opportunities to know 

God, follow Him and strive to live uprightly in a way He would approve. Our mission is to educate the 

whole person and develop life-long learners who are equipped to become knowledgeable and 

critical thinkers, effective communicators, responsible and engaged world citizens, virtuous servant-

leaders, and enthusiastic stewards to serve one another, their community, Taiwan, and the world. 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Taipei Kuei Shan School Grade Two Curriculum Overview 
 

Who we are 
Where we are in place 

and time 

How we express 

ourselves 
How the world works 

How we organize 

ourselves 
Sharing the planet 

An inquiry into the nature 

of the self; beliefs and 

values; personal, physical, 

mental, social and spiritual 

health; human 

relationships including 

families, friends, 

communities, and cultures; 

rights and responsibilities; 

what it means to be 

human. 

An inquiry into orientation 

in place and time; 

personal histories; homes 

and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations 

and migrations of 

humankind; the 

relationships between and 

the interconnectedness of 

individuals and 

civilizations, from local and 

global 

perspectives. 

An inquiry into the ways in 

which we discover and 

express ideas, feelings, 

nature, culture, beliefs and 

values; the ways in which 

we reflect on, extend and 

enjoy our creativity; our 

appreciation of the 

aesthetic. 

An inquiry into the natural 

world and its laws; the 

interaction between the 

natural world (physical 

and 

biological) and human 

societies; how humans use 

their understanding of 

scientific principles; the 

impact of scientific and 

technological advances 

on society and on the 

environment. 

An inquiry into the 

interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and 

communities; the structure 

and function of 

organizations; societal 

decision-making; 

economic activities and 

their impact on humankind 

and the environment. 

An inquiry into rights and 

responsibilities in the 

struggle to share finite 

resources with other 

people and with other 

living things; communities 

and the relationships 

within and between them; 

access to equal 

opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution. 

 

Central idea 

Exploring heroes in history 

can inspire us to be a 

good influence to the 

people around us. 

探索歷史上可激勵我們的

人物。 

Central idea 

Throughout history, living 

things have adapted to 

changes in the physical 

environment. 

生物因著自然環境的變化

而去適應或是遷徙。 

Central idea 

People use their bodies in 

many different ways to 

communicate their 

feelings and emotions and 

develop good 

relationships.  

人們使用不同的肢體語言

來表達自己的情感，並且

培養良好的互動關係。 

Central idea 

Knowing that light comes 

from different sources and 

has different properties 

helps us to understand 

that it is an essential 

resource. 

知道光是來自不同的來源

和具有不同的屬性，可以

幫助我們理解它是不可或

缺的資源。 

Central idea 

Economic activities have 

an impact on people’s 

needs and wants. 

經濟活動對人類的需要和

想要產生影響。 

Central idea 

We have the responsibility 

to maintain the Earth’s 

natural resources. 

我們有責任來維護地球上

的自然資源。 

Focus: 

PSPE, Social Studies, Art 

Focus: 

Science, Social Studies, 

Math 

Focus: 

PSPE, Language, Art 

Focus: 

Science, Math, Language, 

Art, Social Studies 

 

Focus: 

PSPE, Social Studies, 

Language 

Focus: 

Science, Social Studies, 

PSPE 

Key Concepts: 

responsibility, change, 

connection 

Key Concepts: 

form, causation, change 

Key Concepts: 

form, connection, 

perspective                       

Key Concepts: 

form, function, change                       

Key Concepts: 

responsibility, function, 

reflection  

Key Concepts: 

responsibility, causation, 

reflection 

Related Concepts: 

history, relationships, 

influence, heroes, 

behavior 

Related Concepts: 

pattern, adaptation, 

migration, communities, 

land structures, evidence, 

climate change 

Related Concepts: 

differences, 

communication, culture, 

acceptance, 

interpretation 

Related Concepts: 

properties, purpose, 

energy, transformation 

Related Concepts: 

subjectivity, impact, 

awareness 

Related Concepts: 

initiative, sustainability, 

control, natural resources, 

stewards, pollution, 

consequences 

Learner Profile: 

inquirer, thinker, 

communicator, 

courageous 

Learner Profile: 

communicator, thinker, 

inquirer 

Learner Profile: 

caring, communicator, 

open-minded, reflective 

Learner Profile: 

knowledgeable, 

principled, balanced 

Learner Profile: 

caring, thinker, open-

minded 

Learner Profile: 

principled, reflective, 

inquirer, thinker 
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Lines of inquiry: 

● What makes a hero 

● How stories of significant 

people in time can 

inspire us 

● Influencing our family, 

friends, and the 

community    

Lines of inquiry: 

● Migration of living things 

throughout history 

● Reasons why living things 

migrate 

● Ways people adapt to 

changes in the 

environment 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

● How we express our 

feelings and emotions 

● Ways different cultures 

express their feelings 

and emotions 

● Language barriers and 

body language 

● How body language 

can develop good 

relationships 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

● Different sources of light 

● The way light is used 

throughout history 

● How light affects our 

lives     

● How light can be 

changed     

Lines of inquiry: 

● Differences between 

needs and wants 

● Understanding needs in 

local communities 

● Comparing needs and 

wants of children in other 

countries 

Lines of inquiry: 

● Earth’s natural resources 

● Uses of our natural 

resources 

● Reduce, reuse, recycle     

● Our responsibility as 

stewards of Earth 

Approaches to Learning 

(ATLs) : 

communication – reading, 

writing 

thinking - comprehension, 

evaluation 

research - interpreting 

data, organizing data  

 

Transdisciplinary skills: 

communication - listening, 

writing, viewing  

social - respecting others 

thinking – analysis 

self-management - spatial 

awareness  

research – interpreting 

data 

 

Transdisciplinary skills: 

communication - non-

verbal, listening, speaking 

thinking – analysis, 

metacognition, 

application  

social - resolving conflict 

self-management - codes 

of behavior, informed 

choices  

Transdisciplinary skills: 

communication - 

speaking, presenting, 

writing 

research – observing, 

recording data  

thinking - acquisition of 

knowledge, application, 

analysis 

self-management - 

informed choices  

 

Transdisciplinary skills: 

thinking – comprehension, 

dialectical thought, 

evaluation 

research - collecting data  

social - accepting 

responsibility 

self-management – 

organization, codes of 

behavior  

 

Transdisciplinary skills: 

communication - writing 

research － recording 

data, observing 

thinking - acquisition of 

knowledge, 

comprehension, 

application 

social - cooperating  

self-management - 

informed choices  

 

  

2022-2023 Unit Calendar 
(generated by Rubicon Atlas System) 

 



 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

UNIT OF INQUIRY 1: Who we are 

 

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, 

social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, 

communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human.  

 

Central Idea: Exploring heroes in history can inspire us to be a good influence to the 

people around us. 

 

Key concepts: responsibility, change, connection                

                  

Related concepts: systems, initiative, roles, rules, procedures, community 

 

Learner Profile: inquirer, thinker, communicator, courageous 

 

Attitudes: appreciation, confidence, creativity, enthusiasm, commitment 

 

Lines of inquiry:   what makes a hero 

                                  how stories of significant people in time can inspire us     

                                  influencing our family, friends, and the community     

 

Transdisciplinary skills: 

communication – reading, writing  

thinking - comprehension, evaluation 

research - interpreting data, organizing data  

 

Core Literature: Six Dots: A Story of Young Louis Braille by Jen Bryant and Boris Kulikov 

 

Unit Description: 

This unit allows students to explore various people in history that have inspired us and 

ways they influenced modern culture and technology.  We will also take a brief look 

into their personal history and various events that hold significance in their lives. 

Students will inquire into what makes a person a hero and why it is important for us to 

know these heroes‘ life stories. Through core and supplementary literature, as well as 

informational texts, students will comprehend some significant people’s decisions or 

choices and evaluate their actions based on the IB Learner Profile attributes. They will 

think about their own heroes and find out who other people’s heroes are and why. 

They will realize that having a hero in mind and knowing their attributes allow them to 

be inspired to become like them and work towards becoming a good influence to 

the people around them. As a summative task, students will gather data about the 

hero that inspires them and reflect onwhat actions and changes they can make this 

school year to be more like their hero – they develop their personal learning goals.  
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UNIT OF INQUIRY 2: How the world works 

 

An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction between the natural 

world (physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use their 

understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological 

advances on society and on the environment. 

 

Central Idea: Knowing that light comes from different sources and has different 

properties helps us to understand that it is an essential resource. 

 

Key concepts: form, function, change      

                  

Related concepts: properties, purpose, energy, transformation 

 

Learner Profile: knowledgeable, principled, balanced 

 

Attitudes: curiosity, integrity, appreciation, cooperation 

 

Lines of inquiry:   different sources of light  

                                    the way light is used throughout history                  

                                                                                                how light affects our lives     

                                                                                                                              how light can be changed   

 

Approaches to learning: 

communication - speaking, presenting, writing  

thinking - acquisition of knowledge, application, analysis 

research – observing, recording data 

self-management - informed choices  

 

Core Literature: Light is All Around Us by Wendy Pfeffer 

 

Unit Description: 

In this unit, students will learn all about light – its different forms, sources, and 

properties. Students will explore the various ways light can be formed and how light 

works in certain environments and surfaces. They will further develop spatial 

awareness as they find out patterns, shapes, and symmetries formed through light. 

They will discover light-related natural laws and conduct observations and 

experiments on how light can be changed or transformed by manipulating its 

properties and the environment. Students will learn why it is considered an essential 

resource. They will inquire into the history of light, how its purpose and use in various 

places regions around the world have evolved through the years, and the 

importance it played in daily life. Students will learn to understand the involvement of 

light in the formation of seasons and different regions around the world. Through core 

literature, students will be able to view light at a different angle – we are all dancing 

sunlight; it’s the energy we share with all living things in nature. As a summative task, 

students are expected to demonstrate their understanding of the properties and 

sources of light by creating a presentation or performance with the use of light.  
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UNIT OF INQUIRY 3: How we express ourselves 

 

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, 

culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our 

creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic. 

 

Central Idea: People use their bodies in many different ways to communicate their 

feelings and emotions and develop good relationships. 

 

Key concepts: form, connection, perspective                       

                  

Related concepts: differences, communication, culture, acceptance, interpretation 

 

Learner Profile: caring, communicator, open-minded, reflective 

 

Attitudes: confidence, respect, empathy, tolerance, creativity 

 

Lines of inquiry:   how we express our feelings and emotions 

                                    ways different cultures express their feelings and emotions 

                                    language barriers and body language  

                                                                                                                              how body language can develop good relationships  

 

Approaches to learning: 

communication - non-verbal, listening, speaking  

thinking – analysis, metacognition, application  

social - resolving conflict 

self-management - codes of behavior, informed choices  

 
Core Literature: Put Me in the Zoo by Robert Lopshire 

 

Unit Description: 

This unit allows students to explore different ways of communication through a variety 

of methods, especially our body. Students will take a brief look at types of 

communication in different cultures and the meanings behind different symbols and 

gestures. Students will explore how every action or movement they make can be 

connected to how they’re feeling about something or someone. They will realize how 

powerful body language can be, as it may either clearly reflect their thoughts and 

feelings or be wrongly interpreted depending on the situation or culture difference. 

Students will also learn about using body language to express different feelings and 

emotions through core literature. Students will develop empathy, open-mindedness 

and tolerance toward others by becoming more aware of their gestures and 

expressions, ensuring that they don’t discourage others with their actions and facial 

expressions, but instead build them up. As a summative task, students will write short 

narratives showing solutions to different problems in certain scenarios and realize how 

choosing to feel positive can lead to good relationships and results.   
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UNIT OF INQUIRY 4: Where we are in place and time 

 

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and 

journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the 

relationships between and the interconnectedness of individuals and 

civilizations; from local and global perspectives. 

 

Central Idea: Throughout history, humans have adapted to changes in the 

physical environment. 

 

Key concepts: form, causation, change                      

                  

Related concepts: pattern, adaptation, migration, communities, land structures, 

evidence, climate change 

 

Learner Profile: communicator, thinker, inquirer 

 

Lines of inquiry:   migration of living things 

                                 ways people adapt to their community and modify the 

environment 

                                 changes to the physical environment throughout history     

                              

Approaches to learning: 

communication - listening, writing, viewing  

thinking - analysis 

social - respecting others  

self-management - spatial awareness  

research: interpreting data 

  
Core Literature: All the Way to America: The Story of a Big Italian Family and a 

Little Shovel by Dan Yaccarino 

 

Unit Description: 

This unit allows students to understand the phenomenon we call “migration”. 

They will explore the different reasons people, as well as other living things, 

migrate through core and supplementary literature and informational texts.  

They will also find out how and why others choose to stay and adapt to the 

changing environment instead. They will learn about the different changes that 

have happened to the physical environment, whether it’s natural and cyclical 

or irreversible and harmful change and present them in a timeline. Students will 

develop skills for searching for information, and how to use it to find the things 

they need.  Topics such as weather, climate and how the environment 

influences both human and animal life in different regions will be covered. 

Students will compare the lifestyles and offer their insight into the lives of people 

in different regions compared to their own.    
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UNIT OF INQUIRY 5: Sharing the planet 

 

An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with 

other people and with other living things; communities and the relationships within 

and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution. 

 

Central Idea: We have the responsibility to maintain the Earth’s natural resources. 

 

Key concepts: responsibility, causation, reflection                      

                  

Related concepts: initiative, sustainability, control, natural resources, stewards, 

pollution, consequences 

 

Learner Profile: principled, reflective, inquirer, thinker 

 

Attitudes: curiosity, appreciation, commitment, respect 

 

Lines of inquiry:   Earth’s natural resources 

                                 uses of our natural resources 

                                 reduce, reuse, recycle     

                                 our responsibility as stewards of Earth     

 

Approaches to learning: 

communication - writing 

research – observing, recording data  

thinking - acquisition of knowledge, comprehension, application 

social - cooperating 

self-management - informed choices 

 

Core Literature: The Lorax by Dr. Seuss 

 

Unit Description: 

In this unit, students will learn about the Earth’s natural resources, where they are 

found, and how they are used. They will learn the difference between renewable 

and non-renewable resources and the advantages and disadvantages of each. 

they will also realize what their responsibilities are as God’s stewards who can look 

after our world. Through core and supplementary literature, as well as their Science 

textbook and online resources, students will gain understanding as to why humans 

are abusing the Earth’s resources, as well as the consequences of their irresponsibility. 

This aims to lead students to make informed choices and take action by promoting 

responsibility at home and at school, sustainability, and writing an initiative such as 

campaign posters, slogans, and project proposals, and writing a letter to Mother 

Earth that will convince everyone to reduce, reuse, and recycle. 
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UNIT OF INQUIRY 6: How we organize ourselves 

 

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; 

the structure and function of organizations; societal decision-making; economic 

activities and their impact on humankind and the environment.  

 

Central Idea: Economic activities have an impact on people’s needs and wants. 

 

Key concepts: responsibility, function, reflection 

                  

Related concepts: subjectivity, impact, awareness 

 

Learner Profile: caring, thinker, open-minded  

 

Attitudes: curiosity, integrity, appreciation, cooperation 

 

Lines of inquiry:     differences between needs and wants 

                                  understanding needs in local communities 

                                  comparing needs and wants of children in other countries 

 

Transdisciplinary skills: 

thinking – comprehension, dialectical thought, evaluation 

research - collecting data  

social - accepting responsibility  

self-management – organization, codes of behavior  

 

Core Literature: A Bike Like Sergio’s by Maribeth Boelts 

 

Unit Description: 

This unit allows students to compare and contrast people’s needs and wants. They 

will evaluate and reflect on their personal needs and wants, as well as the needs and 

wants of children from other countries of the world.  They will realize that each 

person’s needs and wants may be different depending on their lifestyle, work, and 

economic status. They will understand that exposure to various economic activities 

can influence our view of what we really need and what we don’t need to have. 

Core and supplementary literature and informational texts are used to provide 

students with more real-world examples. Students will be introduced to the concept 

of budgeting and saving. They will learn about money while they apply addition and 

subtraction skills and learn how to spend money wisely. Students will also examine 

problems found in their local communities and work together to figure out possible 

solutions to those problems to meet the communities’ needs.   
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Language 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

At Kuei Shan, Grades Pre-K-5 students learn in two languages. The Language curriculum addresses 

language learning in all languages taught in Kuei Shan. Language is being taught, 

through the realistic context of the units of inquiry. In addition, some aspects of the language 

curriculum might be taught as a stand-alone following the principles of the PYP, using a 

constructivist, inquiry-based approach. 

 

It is arranged into three main strands: 

Oral language - listening and speaking  

Visual language - viewing and presenting 

Written language - reading and writing 

 

 

Each strand has been considered from both the receptive aspect—receiving and constructing 

meaning, and expressive aspect—creating and sharing meaning (figure 1). While the receptive 

and expressive aspects are clearly reciprocal, the processes involved in receiving and constructing 

meaning are different from those involved in creating and sharing meaning. 

 

 

 

Strand Receptive - receiving and 

constructing meaning 

Expressive - creating and 

sharing meaning 

Oral language Listening                                                                                      Speaking 

Visual language 
Viewing                                                                                       

Presenting 

Written language Reading Writing 

 

Figure 1  Receptive and expressive aspects of language strands  

(PYP Language Scope and Sequence 4) 

 

 

 

The language learning process is non-linear, and different learners have different proficiency levels 

and needs although they might be in the same class or have the same age. TKSS learning outcomes 

are a description of this language learning process. The specific outcomes for a grade level 

describe what most learners are able to do by the end of this grade level in their first language. 

Some learners will have already moved on and are able to work towards the next phase and others 

might need more time to attain the targets set out. The assessments of the language outcomes are 

helping teachers decide how to set specific individual learning goals for their students. The 

individual progression of the child in each language is shared with parents in parent teacher 

conferences and the report cards. 
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Grade Two English Language Arts Content Expectations 

(adopting the U.S. Common Core State Standards) 
 

 

Reading 

decode words with common prefixes and suffixes 

identify different genres (poetry, informative, non-fiction, fiction, 

biography...) 

identify different characters in the overall structure of a story including 

retelling the story (beginning, middle, ending) 

identify the main idea of a text  

support reasons with details to clarify a text 

quote accurately and draw inferences from a text 

compare and contrast stories in the same genre 

  

Writing 

write opinion pieces, (1-2 paragraphs; 250 words) 
write informative/explanatory texts (2 paragraphs; 250 words) 
write narratives – beginning, middle, end (3 paragraphs; 200-300 words) 
  

Listening and Speaking 

participate in collaborative conversations 
recount or describe key details from a text 
ask and answer questions to clarify comprehension 
tell a story to recount an experience 
  

Grammar 

pronouns, collective nouns, plural nouns (children, teeth...) 
past tense of regular verbs 
past tense of irregular verbs (sat, hid, told) 
know the difference in adjectives and adverbs 
punctuation, capitalization, and spelling 
self-correct callings and grammar 
by end of the year, expand complete simple and compound 

sentences 
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Grade 2 PYP English Language Arts Overview 
 *Plans may change depending on students’ interests and needs  

Theme Central Idea Subject Overview Main Resources 

UOI 1 
 

Who we 

are 

Exploring heroes in 

history can inspire 

us to be a good 

influence to the 

people around 

us.  

Students will learn about various people in history who have 

inspired change through their words and actions.  Through 

the core book and supplementary texts, we will take a look 

at the ways various heroes have influenced the people 

around them, as well as their impact on modern 

society.  Students will also get a chance to research and 

learn more about someone who has influenced themselves 

as they read and comprehend related social 

studies/history/biography informational texts. They will ask 

and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, 

and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a 

text.. Students will learn to use information gained from the 

illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate 

understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. They will learn 

to describe the overall structure of a story, including 

describing how the beginning introduces the story and the 

ending concludes the action. They will compare and 

contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., 

Cinderella stories) by different authors. 

 

Students will get a chance to demonstrate their written skills 

through their “hero booklet” informational text and opinion 

writing. Decoding skills are introduced and practiced in the 

process. They will also practice their oral skills by conducting 

an interview with someone they know and learning about 

their hero. 

 

 

  

Core Book: 
Six Dots: The Story of 

Louis Braille 
by Jen Bryant and Boris 

Kulikov 
 

Supplementary Text: 
 

Harriet Tubman by 

Marion Dane Bauer 
 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  

By Pam Walker 
 

A Girl Named Helen 

Keller  
by Margo Lundell  

 
Courageous People 

Who Changed the 

World 
 by Heidi Poelman 

 
StoryTown textbook 

 
RAZ-Kids  

UOI 2 
 

How the 

world 

works 

Knowing that light 

comes from 

different sources 

and has different 

properties helps us 

to understand 

that it is an 

essential resource. 

In this unit, students will learn all about light - its different 

forms, sources, and properties. Students will be able to 

conduct experiments and write reports in English. Through 

the core book, as well as supplementary texts, they will learn 

to explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing 

how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text. They 

will describe the connection between a series of scientific 

ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text. 

They will examine these informational texts and learn to know 

and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, 

subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to 

locate key facts or information in a text efficiently. For their 

summative assessment, students will write a play script and 

perform a puppet show that demonstrates their 

understanding of the properties and sources of light and their 

oral and written language skills.  

Core Book:  
Light is All Around Us 

by Wendy Pfeffer 
 

Supplementary Text: 
Light  

by Sally Hewitt 
 

Light  
by Sarah Riley 

 
Exploring Light  

by Claire Llewellyn 
 

All About Light 
By Lisa Trumbauer 

 
StoryTown textbook 

 
Harcourt Science 

textbook 
 

RAZ-Kids  
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UOI 3 
How we 

express 

ourselves 

 People use their 

bodies in many 

different ways to 

communicate 

their feelings and 

emotions and 

develop good 

relationships.  

Students will learn rich vocabulary of different emotions and 

how feelings can be expressed through words and 

actions.  One focus will be on learning “I-message” (for 

example: I feel hurt because….; I feel scared 

because ……..).  Students will also learn about the power of 

body language and the feelings that can be conveyed 

through actions and facial expressions.  We will also be 

learning about how gestures can be interpreted in different 

cultures, and focus on cultural sensitivity.  Through the core 

book, students will  learn to describe how words and phrases 

(e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) 

supply rhythm and meaning in a story or poem. They will 

describe how characters in a story respond to major events 

and challenges. Using supplementary texts, students will be 

given opportunities to identify the main topic of a 

multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific 

paragraphs within the text. They must identify the main 

purpose of a text, including what the author wants to 

answer, explain, or describe. 

 

Students will also learn about using a positive growth mindset 

versus a negative growth mindset to approach daily 

tasks.  For example, they can think,  “I can try my best and 

learn something new” instead of thinking “I give up.  It’s too 

hard and I’m wasting my time.”  They will show what they 

have learned through written narratives showing solutions to 

different problems in certain situations, include details to 

describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words 

to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.  

Core Book:  
Put Me in the Zoo 
by Robert Lopshire 

 
Supplementary Text: 

It’s Okay to be Different 
by Todd Parr 

 
Feel Good: Understand 

Your Emotions  
by Kathy Feeney 

 
Talking to Our Friends  

by Heather Hammonds 
 

Don’t Do That! 
by Janine Amos 

 
Manners at a Friend’s 

Home 
by Terri DeGezelle 

 
Sharing 

 by Janine Amos 
 

StoryTown textbook 
 

RAZ-Kids 

UOI 4 
Where we 

are in 

place and 

time 

Throughout 

history, living 

things have 

adapted to 

changes in the 

physical 

environment. 

In this unit, students will use research skills to learn about 

migration, adaptation and hibernation of living things. They 

will learn about migration of people through literature and 

informational texts as well as by conducting an interview of 

someone who has migrated in the past. Through the core 

book and supplementary narrative texts, students will 

describe how characters in a story respond to major events 

and challenges.They will recall information from experiences 

or gather information from provided sources to answer a 

question. As a summative assessment, students will write 

opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book 

they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that 

support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, 

also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a 

concluding statement or section. They will create a migration 

booklet showing their understanding of different push/pull 

forces that cause people to migrate and an investigation of 

how this has changed throughout history.  

Core Book:  
All the Way to America: 

The Story of a Big Italian 

Family and a Little 

Shove. 

by Dan Yaccarino 
 

Supplementary Text: 
The Journey of the 

Monarch  
by Isabella Cummings 

 
If You Lived Here: House 

of the World 
by Giles Laroche 

 
How I Learned 

Geography  
by Uri Shulevitz 

 
Grandfather’s Journey 

by Allen Say 
 
Why We Live Where We 

Live  
by Kira Vermond 

 
StoryTown textbook 
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Harcourt Science 

textbook 
 

RAZ-Kids 

UOI 5 

Sharing 

the planet 

We have the 

responsibility to 

maintain Earth’s 

natural resources.  

In this unit, we will be learning about Earth’s resources, and 

what the difference is between natural man-made 

resources.  Through their acquisition of knowledge, students 

learn about the consequences of abusing these resources 

(ex. Global warming; endangered animals and species). 

Letters will be written to Mother Earth, apologizing for the 

damage that has been caused through our daily usage.  

We will also focus on the 3R’s : reduce, reuse, and 

recycle.  Through various activities, we will explore each “R” 

and learn ways we can help reduce our carbon footprint. 

 

Oral and written skills will focus on poems about the Earth, 

and the book “The Lorax”, which teaches the students the 

importance of compassion regarding natural resources. They 

will describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, 

alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and 

meaning in a story, poem, or song. Students will continue to 

practice the skill to ask and answer meaningful questions as 

who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 

understanding of key details in a text. 

 

   

Core Book: 

The Lorax 

by Dr.Seuss 

 

Supplementary Text: 

You Can Recycle 

by Julie Haydon 

 

Our Earth: Helping Out 

By Peggy Hock 

 

Our Earth: Making Less 

Trash 

By Peggy Hock 

 

Everybody Needs 

Water 

By Ellen Lawrence 

 

Where Does the 

Garbage Go? 

by Paul Showers 

 

StoryTown textbook 

 

Harcourt Science 

textbook 

 

RAZ-Kids 
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UOI 6 

How we 

organize 

ourselves 

Economic 

activities have an 

impact on 

people’s needs 

and wants. 

In this unit children will learn about needs and wants and 

how this might be different for people in other countries or 

even the local community. Children will write a daily 

spending log to keep track of their spending and pay close 

attention to if their money is mostly going towards needs or 

wants. They will write a reflection for their spending log and 

learn to accept responsibility for their spending habits and 

create goals for the future. Through the core book and 

supplementary texts, students will learn to recount stories, 

including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and 

determine their central message, lesson, or moral. Students 

will acknowledge differences in the points of view of 

characters, including by speaking in a different voice for 

each character when reading dialogue aloud. They can 

compare and contrast two most important points presented 

by two texts on the same topic. The final writing task will be a 

reflective essay on how they did well or didn’t do well in 

completing the spending log. They will write opinion pieces in 

which they introduce the topic or book they are writing 

about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the 

opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to 

connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding 

statement or section. 

Core Book:  
A Bike Like Sergio’s. 
by Maribeth Boelts 

 
Supplementary Text: 

Those Shoes  
by Maribeth Boeltz 

 
The Wrong Shoes: A 

Book About Money and 

Self-esteem 
by Caryn Rivadeneira 

 
A Chair for My Mother 

by Vera Williams 
 

Do I Need It? Or Do I 

Want It?: Making 

Budget Choices 
by Jennifer Larson  

 
Lily Learns About Wants 

and Needs 
by Lisa Bullard 

 
When Times Are Tough 

by Yanitzia Canetti 
 
Lemonade in Winter: A 

Book About Two Kids 

Counting Money 
by Emily Jenkins 

 
It’s Not Fair: A Book 

About Having Enough 
by Caryn Rivadeneira 

 
Rock, Brock, and the 

Savings Shock 
by Sheila Bair  
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二年級 PYP 中文語言課程概述 
 

*教學計劃可依據學生興趣和需求而改變   

主題 中心思想 內容概覽 教學資源 

我們是誰 探索歷史上

可激勵我們

的人物。 

       在這個單元裡，學生將學習運用自己的觀察力去認識

可激勵我們的人物，並運用完整句型寫下這些人物的特

質。我們將一起共讀兩本書，第一本書是《陳樹菊阿嬤的

愛心》，學生將學習到每一個人都可以從小事做起，成為

一位可以激勵他人的人物，第二本書是《朱子治家格

言》，結合奎山經典課程，讓學生了解歷史上人物對我們

的影響。 

 
    為了讓孩子們能認識更多激勵人心的人物，我們會以

人物看板的方式，介紹各文化的重要人物。 

 
    結合讀寫工作坊，學生練習記敘的寫作技巧，完成

「心目中的英雄」。學生將觀察，並將此人物的特徵書寫

下來，並且以流暢且正確的發音與他人分享自己的作品。 
 
學習表現： 

1-I-1 養成聆聽的習慣，尊重對方的發言。 

2-I-2 說出所聽聞的內容。 

3-I-1 正確認念、拼讀及書寫注音符號。 

3-I-2 運用注音符號輔助識字，也能利用國字鞏固的學

習。 

4-I-3 學習查字典的方法 。 

4-I-4 養成良好的書寫姿勢，並保持整潔習慣。 
4-I-5 認識基本筆畫、順，掌握運原則寫出正確及工整的

國字。 
5-I-1 以適切的速率正確地朗讀文本。 

5-I-4 了解文本中的重要訊息與觀點。 

6-I-3 寫出語意完整的句子、主題明確段落。 

  

共讀書 

《陳樹菊阿嬤的愛

心》 

 
翰林版課文 

二上 L7 不一樣的

故事 
二上 L8 美食分享

日 
二上 L9 好味道 

二上 L10 加加減減 
二上 L12 詠鵝 

 
古詩文 

選讀--秋月 
《朱子治家格言》 

1.小松 

28.詠竹 
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世界如何運

作  

知道光是來

自不同的來

源和具有不

同的屬性，

可以幫助我

們理解它是

不可或缺的

資源。 

    在這個單元裡，學生將學習運用起因、經過和結果書

寫觀察記錄，並藉由課文閱讀引起學生對於光的興趣。單

元的共讀書是《偷影子的小精靈》。學生藉由可愛主角的

帶領和故事文學的薰陶去激發學生對光的興趣。 
 
    結合讀寫工作坊，學生將學習閱讀非文學書籍，並運

用邏輯、客觀、理性的說明，製作科學紀錄，將自己的科

學觀察清楚呈現；也會指導學生進行新詩創作，展現自己

對光的特性的理解。最後以流暢且正確的發音與他人分享

自己的作品。 

 

學習表現： 

1-I-2 能學習聆聽不同的媒材，說出內容。 

2-I-2 說出所聽聞的內容。 

3-I-1 正確認念、拼讀及書寫注音符號。 

3-I-3 運用注音符號表達想法,記錄訊息。 
4-I-1 養成良好的書寫姿勢,並保持整潔習慣。 
4-I-2 利用部件、首或簡單造字原理，輔助識字。 

5-I-3 讀懂與學習階段相符的文本。 
5-I-4 了解文本中的重要訊息與觀點。 

6-I-1 根據表達需要，使用常標點符號。 

6-I-3 寫出語意完整的句子、主題明確段落。 

共讀書 

《偷影子的小精

靈》 

 
翰林版課文 

二上 L11 奇怪的門 
二上 L4 水草下的

呱呱 
二上 L5 沙灘上的

畫 
二上 L6 草叢裡的

星 
 

古詩 

12.四時 

13.山館 

14.等樂遊原 

18.村夜  

我們如何表

達自己 

人們使用不

同的肢體語

言來表達自

己的情感，

並且培養良

好的互動關

係。 

       在這個單元裡，學生將運用自己的感官去體驗不同的

表達方式，書寫出一首自己的情緒小詩和全班分享，班上

同學也會依據每首不同的詩歌給予心情小卡片。學生將一

起共讀的書是《壞脾氣的星星》，藉由簡單的故事給予學

生深遠意涵，這本書鼓勵學生自己閱讀，同時這也是本很

適合親子共讀的書，並藉由討論故事內容增加親子關係。 
 
    最後，學生們將以默劇的方式，呈現、表達自己的感

受，過程中，一面能增進表達能力，一面也促進學生社交

技能的發展。 
 
學習表現： 

1-I-3 能理解話語、詩歌、故事的訊息，有適切的表情跟

肢體語言。 

2-I-3 與他人交談時，能適當的提問、合宜回答並分享想

法。 

3-I-1 正確認念、拼讀及書寫注音符號。 

3-I-3 運用注音符號表達想法，記錄訊息。 

4-I-2 利用部件、首或簡單造字原理，輔助識字。 

4-I-5 認識基本筆畫、筆順，掌握運筆原則寫出正確 及工

整的國字。  
5-I-1 以適切的速率正確地朗讀文本。  
5-I-3 讀懂與學習階段相符的文本。   
5-I-4 了解文本中的重要訊息與觀點。  
6-I-1 根據表達需要，使用常標點符號。 

6-I-3 寫出語意完整的句子、主題明確段落。 

共讀書 

《壞脾氣的星星》 

 
翰林版課文 

二上 L1 好心情 
二上 L2 踩影子 
二上 L3 謝謝好朋

友 
 

古詩 

3.古意 
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我們所處的

時空  

生物因著自

然環境的變

化而去適應

或是遷徙。  

        在這個單元裡，學生將學習生物會因為自然環境的改

變而進行遷徙或是產生適應行為。學生將一起共讀《當動

物踏上遷徙的旅程》，學生將學習到動物會為了讓族群生

命繼續延續，努力面對嚴苛的挑戰而進行遷徙。 
 
    配合課本中的故事情境，引導學生學習以「給 XX 的

一封信」為寫作手法，表達自己對遠方朋友或親人的思

念。 
 
    最後，學生將運用仿寫與接寫的寫作技巧，製作「動

物遷徙卷軸書」，將生物遷徙的知識與訊息紀錄下來，並

且以流暢且正確的發音與他人分享自己的作品。 

學習表現： 

1-I-1 養成專心聆聽的習慣，尊重對方發言。 

2-I-1 以正確發音流利的說出語意完整話。 

3-I-1 正確認念、拼讀及書寫注音符號。 

3-I-3 運用注音符號表達想法，記錄訊息。 

4-I-2 利用部件、部首或簡單造字原理，輔助識字。 
5-I-1 以適切的速率正確地朗讀文本。 
5-I-4 了解文本中的重要訊息與觀點。 
6-I-1 根據表達需要，使用常標點符號。 
6-I-3 寫出語意完整的句子、主題明確的段落。 
6-I-4 使用仿寫、接寫等技巧寫作。 

共讀書 

《當動物踏上遷徙

的旅程》 

 
翰林版課文 

二下 L4 一場雨 
二下 L6 有禮貌地

回答 
二下 L10 醜小鴨 
二下 L11 蜘蛛救蛋 
二下 L12 玉兔搗藥 

 
古詩 

6.易水送別 

12.尋主人不遇 

  

共享地球  我們有責任

來維護地球

上的自然資

源。 

       在這個單元裡，學生們將學習地球上自然資源與非自

然資源的種類與現況，學生們閱讀《街道是大家的》這本

書，這是一個在國際上的真實且動人的故事，學生將會學

習到人類會為了追求更好的生活而改變自然環境，也因此

人們會自然地產生一些適應法則。 
 
    配合主題單元，學生們將書寫一則［保護自然資源行

動］的宣言，試著同理地球的感受與正面臨的困難，表達

自己願意幫助地球的決心與行動，並邀請身旁的人一起參

與！ 
 
學習表現： 

1-I-2 能學習聆聽不同的媒材，說出內容。 

2-I-1 以正確發音流利的說出語意完整話。 

3-I-1 正確認讀、拼讀及書寫注音符號。 

3-I-2 運用注音符號輔助識字，也能利用國字鞏固的學

習。 

4-I-5 認識基本筆畫、筆順,掌握運筆原則寫出正確及工整

的國字。 
5-I-1 以適切的速率正確地朗讀文本。 
5-I-6 利用圖像、故事結構等策略,協助文本的理解 
與內容重述。 
5-I-7 運用簡單的預測、推論等策略，找出句子和段落明

示因果關係，理解文本內容。 

共讀書 

《街道是大家的》 

 
翰林版課文 

二下 L1 媽媽在哪

裡 
二下 L2 喜歡這個

新家 
二下 L3 去探險 
二下 L5 笑容回來

了 
 

 古詩 

1. 花 

2. 風 

3. 秋蟬 

4. 鶴 

5. 公雞  
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6-I-1 根據表達需要,使用常標點符號。 
6-I-3 寫出語意完整的句子、主題明確的段落。 
6-I-5 修改文句的錯誤。  

我們如何組

織自己 

經濟活動對

人類的需要

和想要產生

影響。 

       在這個單元裡，學生將學習與探究經濟活動與個人的

想要或需要之間的關聯性。學生們將閱讀《300 字小故

事》，將運用注音符號幫助自己流暢的識字閱讀，並且建

立良好的價值觀。藉由導讀《最棒的鞋子》，探究什麼是

真正的「需要」以及「想要」，思考「想要和需要」間要

如何平衡？ 
 

    接著，透過「逛超市」的活動省思，學生們將進行

為期兩週的「自我管理大挑戰」，記錄自己每天所使用的

物品，並且將其分類為「想要」或是「需要」，最後，完

成一份歷程性日記。 

 
學習表現： 

1-I-1 養成專心聆聽的習慣，尊重對方發言。 

2-I-1 以正確發音流利的說出語意完整話。 

3-I-2 運用注音符號輔助識字，也能利用國字鞏固的學

習。 

4-I-5 認識基本筆畫、順，掌握運原則寫出正確及工整的

國字。 

5-I-1 以適切的速率正確地朗讀文本。 
5-I-6 利用圖像、故事結構等策略,協助文本的理解與內 
容重述。 
5-I-7 運用簡單的預測、推論等策略,找出句子和段落明 
示因果關係,理解文本內容。 
5-I-8 能認識圖書館的功能。 
5-I-9 能喜愛閱讀，並樂於與他人分享閱讀心得。 

6-I-1 根據表達需要,使用常標點符號。 

6-I-3 寫出語意完整的句子、主題明確的段落。 

共讀書 

《300 字小故事》 

 
翰林版課文 

二下 L7 孵蛋的男

孩 
二下 L8 實驗室的

意外 
二下 L9 點亮世界

的人 
 

古詩 

14.贈釣者 

28.詠石灰 
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Mathematics  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

At Kuei Shan, Grades Pre-K-5 students learn in two languages. Our students are given the 

opportunity to construct, transfer, and apply mathematical understanding in all languages taught 

at Kuei Shan. Math is being taught, whenever possible, through the realistic context of the units of 

inquiry; if the direct teaching of mathematics in a unit of inquiry is not feasible it is taught as a stand-

alone following the principles of the PYP, using a constructivist, inquiry based approach. 

 

Math is arranged into five main strands: data handling, measurement, shape and space, pattern 

and function, and number. For each of these strands we have identified specific learning outcomes. 

These outcomes describe what most learners are able to do by the end of any given grade level. 

Different learners have different proficiency levels and needs, although they might be in the same 

class or have the same age. Some learners will have already moved on and are able to work 

towards the next phase and others might need more time to attain the targets set out. The 

acquisition of mathematical understanding must be seen as a continuum along which each 

individual student progresses at his/her own speed. 

 

The assessment of the math outcomes is helping teachers decide how to set specific individual 

learning goals for their students. The individual progression of each child in math is shared with 

parents in parent teacher conferences and the report cards. 

 

Data handling 

Data handling allows us to make a summary of what we know about the world and to make 

inferences about what we do not know. Data can be collected, organized, represented and 

summarized in a variety of ways to highlight similarities, differences and trends; the chosen format 

should illustrate the information without bias or distortion. Probability can be expressed qualitatively 

by using terms such as “unlikely”, “certain’ or “impossible”. It can be expressed quantitatively on a 

numerical scale. 

 

Measurement 

To measure is to attach a number to a quantity using a chosen unit. Since the attributes being 

measured are continuous, ways must be found to deal with quantities that fall between numbers. It 

is important to know how accurate a measurement needs to be or can ever be. 

 

Shape and space 

The regions, paths and boundaries of natural space can be described by shape. An understanding 

of the interrelationships of shape allows us to interpret, understand and appreciate our two-

dimensional (2D) and three-dimensional (3D) world. 

 

Pattern and function 

To identify pattern is to begin to understand how mathematics applies to the world in which we live. 

The repetitive features of patterns can be identified and described as generalized rules called 

“functions”. This builds a foundation for the later study of algebra. 

 

Number  

Our number system is a language for describing quantities and the relationships between quantities. 

For example, the value attributed to a digit depends on its place within a base system. 

Numbers are used to interpret information, make decisions and solve problems. For example, the 

operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division are related to one another and are 

used to process information in order to solve problems. The degree of precision needed in 

calculation depends on how the result will be used. 
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It is important that learners acquire mathematical understanding by constructing their own meaning 

through ever-increasing levels of abstraction, starting with exploring their own personal experiences, 

understandings and knowledge. Additionally, it is fundamental to the philosophy of the PYP that, 

since it is to be used in real-life situations, mathematics needs to be taught in relevant, realistic 

contexts, rather than by attempting to impart a fixed body of knowledge directly to students. How 

children learn mathematics can be described using the following stages (see figure 1). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1  How children learn mathematics 

(PYP mathematics Scope and Sequence 1) 

 

Constructing meaning about mathematics 

Learners construct meaning based on their previous experiences and understanding, and by 

reflecting upon their interactions with objects and ideas. Therefore, involving learners in an active 

learning process, where they are provided with possibilities to interact with manipulatives and to 

engage in conversations with others, is paramount to this stage of learning mathematics. When 

making sense of new ideas all learners either interpret these ideas to conform to their present 

understanding or they generate a new understanding that accounts for what they perceive to be 

occurring. This construct will continue to evolve as learners experience new situations and ideas, 

have an opportunity to reflect on their understandings and make connections about their learning. 

 

Transferring meaning into symbols 

Only when learners have constructed their ideas about a mathematical concept should they 

attempt to transfer this understanding into symbols. Symbolic notation can take the form of pictures, 

diagrams, modeling with concrete objects and mathematical notation. Learners should be given 

the opportunity to describe their understanding using their own method of symbolic notation, then 

learning to transfer them into conventional mathematical notation. 

 

Applying with understanding 

Applying with understanding can be viewed as the learners demonstrating and acting on their 

understanding. Through authentic activities, learners should independently select and use 

appropriate symbolic notation to process and record their thinking. These authentic activities should 

include a range of practical hands-on problem-solving activities and realistic situations that provide 

the opportunity to demonstrate mathematical thinking through presented or recorded formats. In 

this way, learners are able to apply their understanding of mathematical concepts as well as utilize 

mathematical skills and knowledge.  

 
 

 

Applying with 

understanding 

 

Transferring 

meaning 

Constructing 

meaning 
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Grade 2 PYP Math Overview 

 *Plans may change depending on students’ interests and needs  

 

Theme Central Idea Subject Overview Main Resources 

UOI 1 
Who we are 

Stand-alone : 

 
A value system is 

used to represent 

numbers and 

number 

relationships. 
 

The unit will provide examples of numbers in 

everyday situations, and explore how and why the 

numbers are used. Students will identify number 

notation, representations and place values 

(hundreds, tens, ones). Students will focus on 

counting in tens, hundreds, and thousands. To 

demonstrate their understanding of numbers, they 

will be required to read and write numbers in 

numerals and in words. In addition, they will be 

provided with and begin to identify odd and even 

numbers. Further, they will apply their knowledge to 

solve daily-life problems related to comparing and 

ordering numbers. Students also will begin to 

identify and understand the meaning of addition 

and subtraction of numbers to 1000 using bar 

models. They also will write addition and 

subtraction equations for number stories and 

explain the meaning of the equal sign. Students 

should achieve mastery of addition and 

subtraction algorithms up to 3 digits by playing 

games, including applets and digital games. In the 

end, they will work in groups to create word 

problems involving addition and subtraction for 

other groups to solve. 

 

 

Core Book: 
Six Dots: The Story of 

Louis Braille 
by Jen Bryant and Boris 

Kulikov 
 

 Text: 
Math in Focus: The 

Singapore Approach  
2A 

 
Math manipulatives 

 

UOI 2 
How the world 

works 

Partially-integrated 

Knowing that light 

comes from 

different sources 

and has different 

properties helps us 

to understand that it 

is an essential 

resource. 

 

The unit will focus on understanding and applying 

multiplication and division of whole numbers. 

Students will have opportunities to work in groups 

using concrete objects and count the total number 

of objects in the groups by repeated addition using 

language such as ‘3 groups of 8’ and ‘3 eights’. 

Students will share a given number of concrete 

objects/picture cutouts using different sources and 

properties, and explain how the sharing is done 

and whether the objects can be shared equally. 

They will divide a set of concrete objects into equal 

groups, and discuss the grouping and sharing 

concepts of division. Students will demonstrate and 

apply their knowledge of multiplication and division 

in real-life situations. Regarding the unit of time, 

students will have opportunities to tell time to 

certain time units (e.g., 3 minutes), use ‘a.m.’ and 

‘p.m.’, use abbreviations h and min, and tell 

duration of 1 hour/half hour. The units also will focus 

on describing time from a clock face and relate 

time to the events of a day using ‘o’clock’ and 

‘half past’. Students will sequence events 

according to time and explain the appropriateness 

of events at different times of the day (e.g., 

breakfast at 8 o’clock in the morning). 

 

 

Core Book:  
Light is All Around Us 

by Wendy Pfeffer 
 

Text: 
Math in Focus: The 

Singapore Approach 2A 
 

Math manipulatives 

UOI 3 
How we express 

ourselves 

Partially-integrated: 

 

People use their 

bodies in many 

different ways to 

communicate their 

feelings and 

The units will focus on understanding of measuring 

length in meters, centimeters, feet, and inches, and 

mass in kilograms/grams. Students will recognize 

that the term ‘weight’ is commonly used to mean 

mass in everyday situations. The units also will focus 

on using everyday examples to develop a sense of 

how long 1 m/1 cm is and how heavy 1 kg/1 g is. 

Core Book:  
Put Me in the Zoo 
by Robert Lopshire 

 
Text: 

Math in Focus: The 

Singapore Approach 2A 
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emotions and 

develop good 

relationships. 

  
Math connection: 

People use their 

bodies in many 

different ways to 

estimate length and 

mass of objects.  

Students may use their own cultures and values to 

measure length/mass of an object, for example, 

they may use their arm span, finger, paper, etc. 

Students will have opportunities to use appropriate 

units of measurement and their abbreviations (e.g., 

cm, m, g, kg, l). Students will work in groups to 

measure length/mass using appropriate units and 

explain their choices of units and how the 

measurement is done. They should be able to 

estimate length/mass before measuring it and use 

the word ‘about’ (e.g. about 10 cm) to describe 

the estimation and measurement. When measuring 

an object, students will discover and express their 

ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values 

for/when measuring the length/mass. Further, they 

will demonstrate the ways in which they reflect on 

and extend their creativity. 

 

 
Math manipulatives 

UOI 4 
Where we are in 

place and time 

Stand-alone 

Lines and shapes 

are classified and 

named according 

to their properties. 

The unit will focus on identifying, naming, describing 

and classifying perpendicular and parallel lines as 

well as 2D shapes (i.e., rectangle, square, circle, 

triangle), and making/completing patterns with 2D 

shapes according to attributes, size, shape, color, 

and orientation of the 2D shapes. Some real-life 

examples involving objects near students to 

identify, name, describe and classify 2D shapes will 

be presented. Students will learn about the 

different changes of 2D objects that have 

happened to the physical environment, whether it 

is natural and cyclical or irreversible and harmful 

change, and present them in a timeline. Students 

will understand that lines and axes of reflective and 

rotational symmetry assist with the construction of 

shapes. Students will develop skills for searching for 

information about 2D objects close to them, and 

how to use it to find the things they need. Students 

will work in groups to sort or classify 2D shapes in 

different ways and explain how the shapes are 

sorted. In addition, they will attempt to use 2D 

shapes or applets to create patterns according to 

one or two attributes (size, shape, color and 

orientation) and describe the patterns. Students will 

understand that patterns can be found in everyday 

situations, for example, objects, sounds, actions, 

and nature.  In the end, students will work in groups 

to create a pattern and invite other groups to 

guess the missing shape(s) in the pattern and 

explain the pattern.  

 

 

Core Book:  
All the Way to America: 

The Story of a Big Italian 

Family and a Little 

Shove. 
by Dan Yaccarino 

 
 Text: 

Math in Focus: The 

Singapore Approach 2A 
 

Math manipulatives 

UOI 5 
Sharing the 

planet 

Partially-integrated:  

 

We have the 

responsibility to 

maintain Earth’s 

natural resources.  
 
 
Math connection: 

People can learn 

responsibility when 

solving real-life 

situations using 

mental 

The unit will focus on multiplication, division, and 

mental math and estimation. Students will explore 

number patterns in the multiplication tables of 3, 4, 

and 5 through activities such as coloring the 

hundred charts. Students will work in groups to 

make multiplication and division stories, and write 

multiplication and division equations for the stories. 

They will use concrete objects and pictorial 

representations to illustrate the concepts of 

multiplication and division such as ‘multiplying 3 by 

5’ and ‘dividing 15 by 3’. Using knowledge of 

multiplication, students will perform the division of 

numbers using concrete objects into equal groups 

to discover that sometimes there are objects left 

over as remainder and write the answer as quotient 

and remainder. Students will perform mental 

Core Book: 
The Lorax 

by Dr.Seuss 
 

Supplementary Text: 
Math in Focus: The 

Singapore Approach 2B 
 

Math manipulatives 
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computation and 

estimation. 

 

calculation involving multiplication and division 

within the multiplication tables of 3, 4, and 5. 

Students will have opportunities to estimate the 

product and quotient using multiplication and 

division within the multiplication tables and use the 

estimation to check the reasonableness of the 

calculated answer. When using multiplication and 

division to solve real-life situations, students will 

explore rights and responsibilities in the struggle to 

share finite resources with other people and with 

other living things. Students also will discover the 

relationships within and between multiplication and 

division.  

For summative assessment, students will be 

requested to identify, name, describe and classify 

lines and 2D shapes as well as its properties. 

 

 

UOI 6 
How we 

organize 

ourselves 

Partially-integrated: 

Fractions are ways 

of representing 

whole-part 

relationships. 

 
Central idea 

Economic activities 

have an impact on 

people’s needs and 

wants. 

 

The unit will focus on money and fractions. Further, 

students will realize the use of money and fractions 

in economic activities. First, students will explore the 

use of standard units to measure involving money. 

Second, students will be given knowledge that 

fractions are ways of representing whole-part 

relationships. They also will express a fraction in its 

simplest form, explore equivalent fractions, 

compare and order unlike fractions with 

denominators of given fractions. Students will have 

opportunities to read the prices of items from a 

convenient store (e.g., 7-11, OK mart, etc.), and 

advertisements or a grocery-shopping list. They will 

write the prices in dollars and cents and in fractions 

notation, e.g. $3 for ½ pack of biscuits. They also will 

use play money to make up an amount of money 

to pay for a selected item; use play money to 

make up a given amount of money in different 

ways (e.g. $1 is made up of 2 coins or 5 coins), and 

write the amount in different ways using fractions. 

They will have opportunities to use play money to 

make different amounts of money and to add, 

subtract and make change during shopping 

activities. Students will apply their knowledge in 

real-life contexts involving money and fractions. In 

the end, by using real-life situations involving money 

and fractions, students will have opportunities to 

compare and contrast people’s needs and wants. 

They will evaluate and reflect on their personal 

needs and wants and realize that each person’s 

needs are different.  

 

 

Core Book:  
A Bike Like Sergio’s. 
by Maribeth Boelts 

 

 Text: 
Math in Focus: The 

Singapore Approach 2B 
 

Math manipulatives 
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Science  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Science at Kuei Shan is taught entirely within the PYP Program of Inquiry (see each UOI overview 

from p.8-13). Major conceptual ideas are developed over the entire primary curriculum, and inquiry 

is the main approach in the organization and selection of students’ activities. We have developed 

the Science strands from the IB-PYP Science Scope and Sequence documentation. They are: 

 

Living Things 

The study of the characteristics, systems and behaviors of humans and other animals, and of 

plants; the interactions and relationships between and among them, and with their environment. 

 

Earth and Space 

The study of planet Earth and its position in the universe, particularly its relationship with the sun; 

the systems, distinctive features and natural phenomena that shape and identify the planet; the 

infinite and finite resources of the planet. 

 

Materials and Matter 

The study of the properties, behaviors and uses of materials, both natural and human-made; the 

origins of human-made materials and how they are manipulated to suit a purpose. 

 

Forces and Energy 

The study of energy, its origins, storage and transfer, and the work it can do; the study of forces; 

the application of scientific understanding through inventions and machines. 

 

Kuei Shan has adopted the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) to ensure Science content 

and skill coverage. All teaching and learning also provide the opportunity to utilize and develop the 

transdisciplinary skills identified in Making the PYP happen: A curriculum framework for international 

primary education (2007). In addition to these, the science component of the curriculum also 

provides opportunities for students to develop a range of science-specific skills and processes. 

 

a.  Observe carefully in order to gather data 

 

b.  Use a variety of instruments and tools to measure data accurately 

 

c.  Use scientific vocabulary to explain their observations and experiences 

 

d.  Identify or generate a question or problem to be explored 

 

e.  Plan and carry out systematic investigations, manipulating variables as necessary] 

 

f.  Make and test predictions 

 

g.  Interpret and evaluate data gathered in order to draw conclusions 

 

h. Consider scientific models and applications of these models (including their limitations) 
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Grade 2 PYP Science Overview 

 *Plans may change depending on students’ interests and needs  

Theme Central Idea Subject Overview Main Resources 

How the world 

works 
Knowing that light comes 

from different sources and 

has different properties 

helps us to understand that 

it is an essential resource. 

 

In this unit, students investigate natural laws 

involving different properties of light and how it 

works with different materials during our light 

experiments ex. transparent, translucent, opaque 

and which materials are reflective based on 

color and texture. They will explore various light 

sources, both natural and artificial, and learn 

about how people in different parts of the world 

have used these light sources throughout the 

years. Children work on a STEAM project wherein 

they design a reflective bag with different 

materials while they learn the basic steps of the 

design process. This unit also emphasizes planting 

(agriculture). This year, students are growing basil 

leaves and especially observe their color as 

compared to other leafy plants as they grow. 

Students learn the basics of preparing their pots 

and grow their own plant from seeds. Some light 

experiments / investigations will also involve their 

plants as they inquire into plants’ needs to grow. 

They learn the basics of photosynthesis as they 

investigate and continue taking care of their 

plants, as well as reading books such as “The 

Living Sunlight”. In the end, students harvest the 

basil leaves and create a delicious dish that can 

be shared with the class and celebrate the fruit 

of their labor. 
 
Target learning outcomes: 
2-PS1-1. Plan and conduct an investigation to 

describe and classify different kinds of materials 

by their observable properties. [Clarification 

Statement: Observations could include color, 

texture, hardness, and flexibility. Patterns could 

include the similar properties that different 

materials share.] 
2-PS1-2. Analyze data obtained from testing 

different materials to determine which materials 

have the properties that are best suited for an 

intended purpose.* [Clarification Statement: 

Examples of properties could include, strength, 

flexibility, hardness, texture, and absorbency.] 

[Assessment Boundary: Assessment of 

quantitative measurements is limited to length.] 
2-LS2-1. Plan and conduct an investigation to 

determine if plants need sunlight and water to 

grow. [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is 

limited to testing one variable at a time.]  
2-LS2-2. Develop a simple model that mimics the 

function of an animal in dispersing seeds or 

pollinating plants.* 
K-2-ETS1-1. Ask questions, make observations, and 

gather information about a situation people 

want to change to define a simple problem that 

can be solved through the development of a 

new or improved object or tool. 
K-2-ETS1-2. Develop a simple sketch, drawing, or 

physical model to illustrate how the shape of an 

Core Book:  
Light is All Around Us 

by Wendy Pfeffer 
 
Supplementary Text: 
 

Harcourt Science 
 
UOI Planting Journal 
 

Other 

supplementary 

readings 
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object helps it function as needed to solve a 

given problem. 
K-2-ETS1-3. Analyze data from tests of two objects 

designed to solve the same problem to compare 

the strengths and weaknesses of how each 

performs. 
1-PS4-2. Make observations to construct an 

evidence-based account that objects can be 

seen only when illuminated. 
[Clarification Statement: Examples of 

observations could include those made in a 

completely dark room, a pinhole box, and a 

video of a cave explorer with a flashlight. 

Illumination could be from an external light 

source or by an object giving off its own light.] 
1-PS4-3. Plan and conduct an investigation to 

determine the effect of placing objects made 

with different materials in the path of a beam of 

light. [Clarification Statement: Examples of 

materials could include those that are 

transparent (such as clear plastic), translucent 

(such as wax paper), opaque (such as 

cardboard), and reflective (such as a mirror).] 

[Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not 

include the speed of light.] 
1-PS4-4. Use tools and materials to design and 

build a device that uses light or sound to solve 

the problem of communicating over a distance.* 

[Clarification Statement: Examples of devices 

could include a light source to send signals, 

paper cup and string “telephones,” and a 

pattern of drum beats.] [Assessment Boundary: 

Assessment does not include technological 

details for how communication devices work.] 

 
Where we are 

in place and 

time 

Throughout history, humans 

adapt and/or migrate due 

to changes in the physical 

environment. 

The science component of this unit expands on 

the concept of migration and adaptation in 

other living things, not just humans. They learn 

how different animals and plants respond to 

changes in their physical environment - either to 

migrate or adapt or hibernate. Students review 

the different habitats from first grade and learn 

some new ones like tundra and the polar 

habitats. They explore various animal migrations 

and their reasons for migrating, and then 

compare that with humans’ push and pull factors 

and risks in migration. Examples of related issues 

include polar bears that started to migrate 

because of the ice melting problems, and we 

can’t reverse this cause due to global warming 

or climate change (a global issue), and caribou 

sometimes can’t make it because they get 

eaten by predators on the way. In this unit, 

students also start planting for the new semester. 

By planting sweet potato leaves, students learn 

how some seeds can adapt to the change in 

season (from summer to winter) and how other 

plants can’t survive the cold weather. They will 

continue to observe the leaf color of sweet 

potato as they grow and see how it’s different 

from other leafy vegetables. In the end, students 

harvest the sweet potato leaves and create a 

delicious dish that can be shared with the class 

and celebrate the fruit of their labor. They also 

Supplementary Text: 
 

Harcourt Science  
 

National 

Geographic Kids 
 

UOI Planting 

Journal  
 

Supplementary 

readings 



Taipei Kuei Shan School Grade Two Curriculum Overview 
 

32 | P a g e  
 

observe the changes happening to the plants 

and other living things around campus as the 

season changes (e.g. flower buds growing, trees 

bearing fruit or growing new leaves.  
 
Target learning outcomes: 
2-PS1-4. Construct an argument with evidence 

that some changes caused by heating or 

cooling can be reversed and some cannot. 

[Clarification Statement: Examples of reversible 

changes could include materials such as water 

and butter at different temperatures. Examples of 

irreversible changes could include cooking an 

egg, freezing a plant leaf, and heating paper.]  
2-LS2-2. Develop a simple model that mimics the 

function of an animal in dispersing seeds or 

pollinating plants.* 
2-LS4-1. Make observations of plants and animals 

to compare the diversity of life in different 

habitats. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on 

the diversity of living things in each of a variety of 

different habitats.] [Assessment Boundary: 

Assessment does not include specific animal and 

plant names in specific habitats.] 

 
Sharing the 

planet 
We have the responsibility 

to maintain Earth’s natural 

resources.  

 

This unit elaborates on environmental protection 

and how we can help protect our one Earth. The 

unit starts with exploring natural resources - what 

they are and what global issues the world is 

suffering from in relation to natural resources. 

Students learn what the 3 R’s stand for as well as 

related academic vocabulary, how they work, 

and ways to maintain our natural resources. They 

will inquire into the cause and effect of different 

types of pollution, the slow and quick 

environmental changes, and what is our 

responsibility in saving the environment. STEAM 

projects include designing an 

invention/innovation with recycled materials and 

actually building them.  In the end, we challenge 

the students to take action in their own little 

ways, either at school as they continue to take 

care and observe their sweet potato leaf plants, 

or at home as they faithfully apply their 

knowledge on reducing, reusing, and recycling. 
 
Target learning outcomes: 
2-LS2-1. Plan and conduct an investigation to 

determine if plants need sunlight and water to 

grow. [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is 

limited to testing one variable at a time.] 
2-ESS1-1. Use information from several sources to 

provide evidence that Earth events can occur 

quickly or slowly. [Clarification Statement: 

Examples of events and timescales could include 

volcanic explosions and earthquakes, which 

happen quickly and erosion of rocks, which 

occurs slowly.] [Assessment Boundary: 

Assessment does not include quantitative 

measurements of timescales.] 
2-ESS2-1. Compare multiple solutions designed to 

slow or prevent wind or water from changing the 

shape of the land.*[Clarification Statement: 

Examples of solutions could include different 

designs of dikes and windbreaks to hold back 

Core Book: 
The Lorax 

by Dr.Seuss 
 
Supplementary Text: 
 

Harcourt Science  
 

National 

Geographic Kids 
 

Britannica Online 
 

UOI Planting 

Journal  
 

Supplementary 

readings 
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wind and water, and different designs for using 

shrubs, grass, and trees to hold back the land.] 
2-ESS2-2. Develop a model to represent the 

shapes and kinds of land and bodies of water in 

an area. [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does 

not include quantitative scaling in models.] 
2-ESS2-3. Obtain information to identify where 

water is found on Earth and that it can be solid or 

liquid. 
K-2-ETS1-1. Ask questions, make observations, and 

gather information about a situation people 

want to change to define a simple problem that 

can be solved through the development of a 

new or improved object or tool. 
K-2-ETS1-2. Develop a simple sketch, drawing, or 

physical model to illustrate how the shape of an 

object helps it function as needed to solve a 

given problem. 
K-2-ETS1-3. Analyze data from tests of two objects 

designed to solve the same problem to compare 

the strengths and weaknesses of how each 

performs. 

 
How we 

organize 

ourselves 

Economic activities have 

an impact on people’s 

needs and wants. 

 

This unit’s science component dwells on the 

engineering/design process.  
Children design a new organizational product, 

from a simple sketch to a physical model, and 

they try to sell it. They create two or more 

designs/versions and analyze the strengths and 

weaknesses of each design. Students continue to 

take care of their plants and find connections 

between planting and economy - particularly 

harvest time.  
 
Target learning outcomes: 
2-PS1-3. Make observations to construct an 

evidence-based account of how an object 

made of a small set of pieces can be 

disassembled and made into a new object. 

[Clarification Statement: Examples of pieces 

could include blocks, building bricks, or other 

assorted small objects.]  
2-LS2-1. Plan and conduct an investigation to 

determine if plants need sunlight and water to 

grow. [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is 

limited to testing one variable at a time.] 
K-2-ETS1-1. Ask questions, make observations, and 

gather information about a situation people 

want to change to define a simple problem that 

can be solved through the development of a 

new or improved object or tool. 
K-2-ETS1-2. Develop a simple sketch, drawing, or 

physical model to illustrate how the shape of an 

object helps it function as needed to solve a 

given problem. 
K-2-ETS1-3. Analyze data from tests of two objects 

designed to solve the same problem to compare 

the strengths and weaknesses of how each 

performs. 

 

Supplementary Text: 
 

Harcourt Science  
 

National 

Geographic Kids 
 

UOI Planting 

Journal  
 

Supplementary 

readings 
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Social Studies  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Social Studies at Kuei Shan is taught entirely within the PYP Program of Inquiry (see each UOI 

overview from p.8-13). Major conceptual ideas are developed over the entire primary curriculum, 

and inquiry is the main approach in the organization and selection of students’ activities. We have 

developed the Social Studies strands from the IBPYP Social Studies Scope and Sequence 

documentation. They are: 

 

Human systems and economic activities 

The study of how and why people construct organizations and systems; the ways in which people 

connect locally and globally; the distribution of power and authority. 

 

Social organization and culture 

The study of people, communities, cultures and societies; the ways in which individuals, groups 

and societies interact with each other. 

 

Continuity and change through time 

The study of the relationships between people and events through time; the past, its influences 

on the present and its implications for the future; people who have shaped the future through 

their actions. 

 

Human and natural environments 

The study of the distinctive features that give a place its identity; how people adapt to and alter 

their environment; how people experience and represent place; the impact of natural disasters 

on people and the built environment. 

 

Resources and the environment 

The interaction between people and the environment; the study of how humans allocate and 

manage resources; the positive and negative effects of this management; the impact of scientific 

and technological developments on the environment. 

 

Although these strands are considered separately, in practice they are inextricably linked. Social 

Studies is essentially about people: how they think, feel and act; how they interact with each 

other; their beliefs, aspirations and pleasures; the problems they have to face; how and where 

they live (or lived); how they interact with their environment, the work they do and how they 

organize themselves. 

 

Kuei Shan follows the Ministry of Education (MOE) Social Studies Standards. All teaching and learning 

also provide the opportunity to utilize and develop the transdisciplinary skills identified in Making the 

PYP happen: A curriculum framework for international primary education (2007). In addition to 

these, the social studies component of the curriculum also provides opportunities for students to 

develop a range of social studies skills and processes. 

 

a.  Formulate and ask questions about the past, the future, places and society 

b.  Use and analyze evidence from a variety of historical, geographical and societal sources 

c.  Orientate in relation to place and time 

d.  Identify roles, rights and responsibilities in society 

e.  Assess the accuracy, validity and possible bias of sources 
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Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) is concerned with the ongoing development and growth of our 

students in respect to feelings, beliefs and behaviors and how they interrelate. SEL is included in the 

curriculum in order to help students develop an understanding of how to manage and 

communicate their feelings; understand how their choices and practices can maintain their health 

and safety; develop an awareness of social norms and perspectives; build relationships and 

develop an appreciation of commonalities and differences; develop strategies to resolve conflicts; 

recognize rights and responsibilities towards others and the environment and develop self-

management strategies to become successful learners. SEL is an essential and integral part of the 

curriculum; it is transdisciplinary in nature, yet needs to be thoroughly planned and carefully 

implemented. The students will develop knowledge and understanding in the three strands of 

identity, active living, and interactions. 

 

Grade Two students learn to understand that there are many factors that influence one’s identity, 

character, and personality. They learn to identify and understand their emotions to control how they 

should react appropriately. They continue to develop empathy as a necessary skill for 

understanding one another. Students will realize the importance of making healthy food choices, as 

well as healthy environmental choices. They learn to understand their personal responsibilities to 

themselves and others.  

 

All IB learners develop specific Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills alongside cognitive skills. Kuei 

Shan PYP stresses on the development of social skills and self-management skills, as these are 

essential abilities that need to be formed early on in life. See overall expectations below: 

 

Self-

management 

skills 

ORGANIZATION ORGANIZATION STATES OF MIND REFLECTION / 

METACOGNITION 

Grade 2 ORGANIZATION 

I can follow the 

directions of others. 

 

Look fors:  

1. I listen intently and use 

visual or memory 

strategies to remember 

one or two-step 

directions from my 

teacher or my peers. 

2. I can manage my 

time to complete the 

directions at a given 

period.  

ORGANIZATION 

I use the 

communication letter 

(CL) appopriately to 

keep track of 

homework to complete 

and turn in.  

 

Look fors: 

1. I can use the CL as a 

checklist for 

completing my 

homework, so I am 

aware of what I have 

to do at home. 

2. I can use the CL to 

check my bag and 

make sure I bring all my 

homework back to 

school the next day. 

3. I can use the CL to 

know which 

books/work I should 

take out from my bag 

and turn in to the 

teacher. 

STATES OF MIND 

I demonstrate persistence 

in tasks (perseverance). 

 

Look fors: 

1. I try to work on a new, 

unfamiliar task by myself 

before asking for help. 

2. I find ways to figure out 

how to complete the task, 

whether on my own or by 

asking help from peers or 

teachers. 

3. I remain calm when I 

encounter a "road block", 

and I know where to go 

for help.  

REFLECTION / 

METACOGNITION 

I am aware of my 

strength and 

weakness and can 

set a personal goal. 

 

Look fors: 

1. 持續改善與進步 

2.能夠說出自己的優點

與缺點 

3.知道理想中的表現應

該是什麼 

 

1. Continuous 

improvement and 

progress  

2. Be able to tell 

your own 

advantages and 

disadvantages  

3. Know what the 

ideal performance 

should be 
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Social 

Skills 

RESPECTING OTHERS RESOLVING CONFLICT SOCIAL INTELLIGENCE 

Grade 2 RESPECTING OTHERS 

I demonstrate respect for my 

teachers and classmates 

through my words and actions. 

 

Look fors: 

1. I can generally follow the 

Essential Three rules. 

2. When my classmates are 

mentally or physically injured, I 

can empathize and care 

about them and seek the help 

of teachers. 

3. My actions and my words 

are controlled when I work 

with teachers and peers. 

RESPECTING OTHERS 

I demonstrate care and respect to 

everyone.  

 

Look fors: 

1. I can show care and respect to 

all my classmates. 

2. I do not choose who I should 

and should not respect and care. 

3. I encourage my peers to 

comfort and help those who are 

hurt, no matter who they are. 

RESOLVING CONFLICT 

I can keep my hands and feet to 

myself during conflict (rule #1). 

 

Look fors: 

1. I can peacefully face 

disagreements without hitting 

others.  

2. I can think about how my 

actions might be affecting others 

and what actions I can then take. 

3. I can express how I feel and say 

what happened and ask the other 

person/people to do the same 

without violence. 

 

 

 

 

Physical Education (PE) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Physical Education is concerned with the physical and health aspects of our students’ 

development. It gives students the opportunity to learn about movement and through movement. 

Skills are developed through a wide variety of physical activities, designed to ensure maximum 

participation by all. The PE program also provides opportunities for cooperation, teamwork, decision 

making and problem solving. The students will develop knowledge and understanding in the strands 

of health-related activities, body control and spatial awareness, athletic activities, games, 

movement to music and adventure challenge. 

 

In the lower elementary grades, students are reinforcing sport specific techniques in speed of 

execution, precision, and power. They become more aware of the elements and benefits of a 

healthy lifestyle and the importance of physical activity in their daily lives. They develop an 

awareness of space, direction and levels in relation to others and their environment. Students 

develop gymnastic and dance skills, involving agility, flexibility, strength, rhythmic response and 

coordination. They participate in different cooperative and oppositional sports, individually and in 

teams. 
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Music 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The goal of music education is to enable every student to achieve a prescribed level of success in 

understanding and creating music. Our desire is to provide an opportunity for joyful and 

meaningful expression through singing, moving, and playing instruments, individually and in 

cooperation with others. The philosophies and methodologies of the Orff Schulwerk approach form 

the framework of music education at Kuei Shan. 

 

In the lower primary grades, music is delivered in the Chinese language. Singing and movement is 

emphasized through the study of melody and rhythm which also includes developing reading and 

simple notation skills. In grade two, students demonstrate their understanding of melody by playing 

the recorder. Music to support the program of inquiry is also core to the curriculum, extending 

knowledge, language, and understanding of culture. 

 

 

 

Art 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Visual art includes the development of creative skills, verbal and non-verbal expression, an 

awareness of the perspectives of others and aesthetic appreciation. Through visual arts, students 

can begin to construct an understanding of their community, their environment, their own 

feelings and emotions, and to develop their cultural awareness. 

 

In visual arts class, students will develop knowledge and understanding in four strands: creative 

processes, elements and principles of art and design, reflection and appreciation of visual arts in 

society. 

 

In the lower primary grades, students will develop self-awareness about their own interests and 

preferences in art by introducing them to a variety of tools, materials, and techniques. Through 

exploring and experimenting with different art media, they will develop confidence in choosing 

tools and materials that are appropriate for their artworks. Activities include: 

 

• Drawing/painting with crayons, markers, and watercolor 

• Weaving 

• Recreating famous artworks 

• Art interpretation and appreciation 

• Mixed media art 
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二年級 PYP 音樂課程概述 

*教學計劃可依據學生興趣和需求而改變   

主題 中心思想 內容概覽 教學資源 

我們是誰 探索歷史上

可激勵我們

的人物。 

學生藉由了解音樂家巴哈和貝多芬的一生，認識不同時期他們的藝

術形式，並被他們的性格與故事所激勵。在這個單元裡，學生會

學習到巴哈、貝多芬等音樂家英雄的故事，透過分析他們的

成長背景，來激勵自己的學習。此外，學生還能學習到「直

笛」的指法、吐氣和換氣，並於此單元的最後吹奏出一首巴

哈或貝多芬(改編版)的樂曲。 

 

學習表現： 

2-2-4 能認識與描述樂曲創作背景，體會音樂與生活的關聯。 

1-2-1 能透過聽唱、聽奏及讀譜，建立與展現歌唱及演奏的基

本技巧。 

 

  

世界六大音樂家 
shorturl.at/rMNR8 

我們如何

表達自己 

人們使用不

同的肢體語

言來表達自

己的情感，

並且培養良

好的互動關

係。 

配合音樂使用肢體語言表達情感，並與同學合作一起使用節

奏樂器隨著音樂跳舞。在這個單元裡，學生將會學習如何用

音樂、戲劇等藝術方式展現藝術的美。唱歌的發生位置、表

情的喜怒哀樂和肢體的大小強軟，是一位全方位表演者的必

備要素。 

而在十二月的生命教育成果展，學生將能把最精湛的肢體動

作，展現於舞台上。 

 
學習表現： 

1-2-4 能感知、探索與表現表演藝術的元素和形式。 

2-2-1 能使用音樂語彙、肢體等多元方式，回應聆聽的感受。 

2-2-6 能認識國內不同型態的表演藝術。 

 
  

表演藝術 
shorturl.at/nyBGW 

   

我們身處

的時空 

生物因著自

然環境的變

化而去適應

或是遷徙。 

瞭解人類因為環遷移、適應環境，會影響自己對藝術創作的

改變，不同時期的藝術作品常跟著物理環境改變而有新的創

意。在這個單元裡，學生會認識不同地方的民謠(美國、 俄

國、日本、德國 )以及歌曲大王—舒伯特的創作曲風。學生也

會嘗試研究隨著時間、環境的改變，對音樂形式轉換的因素

有哪些。 

最終學生能以口語和手寫文字的方式介紹自己喜愛的歌謠，

作為此單元的總結性評量。 

 
學習表現： 

2-2-1 能使用音樂語彙、肢體等多元方式，回應聆聽的感受。 

2-2-4 能認識與描述樂曲創作背景，體會音樂與生活的關聯。 

  

舒伯特 

shorturl.at/gxy

E2 

file:///C:/Users/kenne/Desktop/Curriculum%20overview%20documents/SY108%20Curriculum%20overview/shorturl.at/rMNR8
file:///C:/Users/kenne/Desktop/Curriculum%20overview%20documents/SY108%20Curriculum%20overview/shorturl.at/nyBGW
file:///C:/Users/kenne/Desktop/Curriculum%20overview%20documents/SY108%20Curriculum%20overview/shorturl.at/gxyE2
file:///C:/Users/kenne/Desktop/Curriculum%20overview%20documents/SY108%20Curriculum%20overview/shorturl.at/gxyE2
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UOI 4  
Sharing 

the Planet  

音樂展演的

多種形式，

能展現音樂

的多樣面

貌。 

在這個單元裡，學生要理解音樂的三大要素：旋律、節奏和

合聲，並認識同一樂器合奏的樣貌。以直笛歌曲：瑪莉的小

羊、笛星人、當我們同在一起作為此單元的總結性評量。透

過觀眾的回饋，學生也能理解自己二年級學習樂器的狀態。 

 
學習表現： 

1-2-4 能感知、探索與表現表演藝術的元素和形式。 

3-2-5 能透過藝術表現形式，認識與探索群己關係及互動。  

直笛合奏 
shorturl.at/hprtI 
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Grade 2 PYP Visual Arts Overview  

*Plans may change depending on students’ interests and needs  

Theme Central Idea Subject Overview Main Resources 

Who we are 

 

Face flip book 

Creative 

Process 

Elements of Art 

Exploring 

heroes in history 

can inspire us 

to be a good 

influence to the 

people around 

us. 

The unit will focus on drawing skills and simple bookmaking 

techniques. Students will use fundamental materials such as 

pencils, markers, double-sided tape, paper and scissors to 

complete the artwork. Students will explore the link between 

personalities and facial expressions, practicing to observe facial 

traits and draw their classmates’ and family member portraits. 

After the heroes in history are introduced, students have to find 

out what characters of heroes relate to the facial images and 

draw their portraits that present the heroes’ spiritual icon. Students 

will finally put the images and the portraits all together and make 

them into a facial flip book. They will see how the images change 

and become different portraits when playing with the turn of the 

pages. 

Face flip book 
https://capturing

parenthood.com/

funny-face-flip-

book/ 
  

How the world 

works  

 

Coloured 

cellophane art 

Principles of 

Design 

Creative 

Process 

Knowing that 

light comes 

from different 

sources and 

has different 

properties helps 

us to 

understand 

that it is an 

essential 

resource. 

Exploring the changes of colors and light, applying into different 

shapes. In this unit, students will do an experiment on color theory 

with changing light, and they will learn to use colored cellophane 

as the main material to complete the artwork. Students will learn 

what are the three primary colors (red, blue, yellow), and use 

them to explore changes of color by overlapping the colors 

together. They will also learn to design different shapes with 

stencils and use the cellophanes to experiment with shapes, 

colors and light. They will finally use their designed cellophane 

stencils to conduct a “light show” and perform a story. 

Colored 

cellophane art 

https://www.pinte

rest.com/pin/6270

55948101154517/ 

  

How we express 

ourselves  

 

Story Book 

Making 

integrate 

cellophane art  

Creative 

Process 

Elements of Art 

Principles of 

Design  

People use their 

bodies in many 

different ways 

to 

communicate 

their feelings 

and emotions 

and develop 

good 

relationships. 

Learn to communicate one’s feelings and emotions through 

images. Students will learn to integrate the skills from the previous 

unit (experimenting with cellophane) with further bookmaking 

techniques and create a story book. Through the changes of 

colors as pages turn, the images will be covered with various 

colored cellophane that transit different feelings and emotions 

which students want to express, and students will also share the 

sequenced images with others as an opportunity to exchange 

and admire different ideas from each other. 

  

integrate 

cellophane art 

https://www.pinte

rest.com/pin/7991

07527601597575/ 

Sharing the 

planet 

  

Recycle Art 

Creative 

Process 

Visual Art in 

Society 

We have a 

responsibility to 

maintain the 

Earth’s natural 

resources.  

Recognizing the responsibility to reduce waste and learn to reuse 

waste into art pieces. In this unit, students will recognize the 

problem with waste, and learn there are different categories of 

recycling items such as plastic, cardboard, beverage packs, PET 

bottles etc to use for art. The students will use various recycling 

materials to create a model that presents the idea of reuse and 

recycling. Students will have to form the model depending on the 

types of the recycling item they have, for example, the bottle can 

be made into the shape of fish. 

Recycle Art 

https://www.pinte

rest.com/pin/7543

5362498109029/ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://capturingparenthood.com/funny-face-flip-book/
https://capturingparenthood.com/funny-face-flip-book/
https://capturingparenthood.com/funny-face-flip-book/
https://capturingparenthood.com/funny-face-flip-book/
https://capturingparenthood.com/funny-face-flip-book/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/627055948101154517/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/627055948101154517/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/627055948101154517/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/627055948101154517/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/627055948101154517/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/799107527601597575/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/799107527601597575/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/799107527601597575/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/799107527601597575/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/799107527601597575/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/75435362498109029/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/75435362498109029/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/75435362498109029/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/75435362498109029/
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Assessment 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In keeping with the school's assessment principles and the spirit of the IB Primary Years Program, 

assessment in the Early Years is geared toward improving, rather than simply documenting, 

student performance. The use of assessment to judge the effectiveness of both teaching and 

learning processes is essential to allow teachers and students to identify their strengths and 

weaknesses and the effectiveness of the program. 

 

At Taipei Kuei Shan School, we strive to uphold academic integrity by delivering purposeful 

assessment for student and teacher use.  The reason behind purposeful assessment is so that we can 

improve students' learning, track and diagnose student progress, and evaluate a program's 

effectiveness. It is important that all teachers be involved in using a variety of assessment strategies. 

These teachers should assess the common areas of the learner profile, attitudes and transdisciplinary 

skills. The information gathered is appropriately shared to promote the learning partnership of 

student, teachers, and parents. The reporting cycle includes: 

 

• unit of inquiry summative assessment reports 

• unit of inquiry report cards 

• written report cards per semester 

• reading evaluations per semester 

• three-way conferences (parent-teacher-student) 

• student-led conference  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample Summative Assessment Task Rubric 
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